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The AM Stereo Thread and the players.
Discussion in 'Chat Area' started by Mister X, Feb 9, 2021.

I've found some information over the years for AM stereo, a format I though would take over the world in the 80's. The only exposure I had to it was
my buddies Pontiac Fiero had a cassette deck with AM Stereo and we had two or three stations broadcasting it at the time. I was hoping to find a Sony
Reciever at some point over the last few years but I still haven't found one to try out the once promising format.

Here's some articles, information and photos, feel free to add anything. I put the thread here because it looked like Sony was partnering with
broadcasters to get out portable models to expand the listening base.

Here's a great article on AM Stereo with equipment from Electronics Australia 1985

The Sony SRF-42 from Monitoring Times 1996

WDGY 92.1 FM/740 Am is a small rock and roll radio station just down the road from me, here's some posted airchecks in FM stereo and the little
units they used. Most of this was done last year! I don't see it listed on Wikipedia's list of stations.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_AM_stereo_radio_stations
https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator:"WDGY"

Posted by Gregorybotha on the old forum, way back in 2010, the Sony SRF-A1, check out the cool stand, I wonder if it came with the radio.

From Popular Communications 1998, Radio Shack is carrying the SRF-42 in their catalog but you have to give the salespeople the part number since
they don't know what AM stereo is.
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ishereatlast!
February1,1985markedthebeginningofAM happythattheFCCwas"buttingout"

andleavingthemarkettodecide,nobody
stereobroadcastsinAustralia.Thismeansthat elsewashappy.Therewasavacuum.

theeightoutof10radiolistenerswhofavour TheAMstationswerereluctantto
selectaparticularAMstereosystem

AMstationscannowlisteninstereo. becauseitwasnotclearwhichwould
becomethestandardsystemandbecause

ElectronicsAustraliahasbeenclosely therescindingofthisdecision.Instead, therewerenoreceivers.Thereceiver
followingthedevelopmentofAMstereo themarketwaslefttosortoutwhich
inAustraliaeversincethefirstmoves systemwasthemostdesirable and

manufacturers, fortheirpart,were
weremadeseveralyearsago.Whenitall therebycreatea"defacto"

reluctanttodecideonaparticularstereo
standard

startedinthe
decoder.

USAtherewerefive whichwouldsubsequentlyberecognised Eventually,twomanufacturers,
different systems stereo AM bytheFCC. SansuiandSony,cameoutwithmulti-
transmissionsubmittedtotheFederal Thisnon-decisionbytheFCC
CommunicationsCommission.InMarch probablydelayedtheintroductionof systemreceiverswhichatleastgavethe

potentialforaradioaudience. It1982,theFCCinitswisdomdecided AMstereointheUSAbytwoyears.It
upon

remainedforthestationstoinstallnew
theMagnavox systembuta wastheclassic "chickenandegg" stereostudiosandstereoexciters.Asit

subsequentthreatoflegalactionledto situation.Whilefree-marketeerswere happens,itismuchmoreexpensiveto
rewireastudioforstereooperationthan

CONCORDHPL500 toinstallanexciter.
AtypicallargecityAMstationis
facedwithabillofhalfamilliondollars
ormoreforrewiringitsstudiostostereo
whilethecostofanexciter,onlyoneof
whichisneeded,issmallbeerataround
$20Kto$30K. Withthiscostfactorin
mind,theAMstationsintheUSAwere
ableto 20aheadandmodifytheir
studios.Iftheythenpurchasedanexciter
whichprovednottobetheeventual
standardsystem,notagreatdealof
moneywouldbelost.
Thefour contendingAMstereo
systemsdevelopedintheUSAwere

ThenewConcordHPL550incorporatesjustabouteveryfeaturepossibleinacarstereo
systemincludingFMstereoandAMstereoreceptionusingtheMotorolasystem.Tapedeck
facilitiesincludeDolbyBandCnoisereductionaswellasdxnoisereductionsothatany
cassettesmadeonthehomehifisystemcanbeplayedinthecar.Thetapedrivesystemusesa
DCservomotortogiveexcellentwowandflutterperformance.
Theinbuiltpoweramplifiersareratedat25wattsperchannel(inbridgemode)andcanbe

switchedtoprovideeithertwo-channelorfourchanneloperationwithabuilt-infadercontrol.
Thereisalsoprovisionforseparatepoweramplifiersforthosewhowishtofurtherupgrade
theircarsystem.Priceis$939.00.

Harris,Kahn,MagnavoxandMotorola
Afifthsystem, Belar.wasanearly
contenderbutwaseliminatedcarlyin
thepiece.
TheHarris,MagnavoxandMotorola

systemsareessentiallyphasemodulation
systemswhileKahnisadoublesideband
system.Eachsystemaimstobefully
compatiblewithexistingmonoradios
andeachhasitsprosandconsasfaras
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straightforwardmatterforAMstations
toinstallnewexcitersandgetonwith
the expensive processofupgrading
studios,ithasnotbeensoeasyfor
manufacturersofthereceiving
equipment.
Eventhosemanufacturerswhohad

modelsonsaleintheUSAhavenothad
iteasysincenewequipmenthashadto
bedesignedtosuittheAustralianmarket
andtheleadtimesfornewmanufacture
arequitelong.Forthisreasonveryfew
brandsofAMstereoequipmentwere
actuallyonsaleatFebruary1.Bythe
timeyoureadthisallthemodelsshown
inthesepagesshouldbeonsale.

•eurovox

EurovoxhavetwocarstereoplayerswiththeMotorolaAMstereosystem.Aboveisthe
MCC2330RlongrangeAM/FMstereoradiowithautoreversingcassetteplayer,metaltape
capability,12programmablememories(6AM,6FM),nightillumination,fullysynthesised
operationwithLEDdigitaldisplay,automaticstationseeking,up/downfinetuning,automatic
stereo/monoblendingfornoisereduction,bassandtreblecontrolsandloudnessswitchand
two-weekmemoryretentionwhenthecarbatteryisdisconnected.Poweroutputis7wattsper
channel.PriceoftheMCC2300Ris$549.00.

Australianstandards
WellwhatissodifferentaboutAM
sterco standards inAustralia? Two
pointsaresubstantiallydifferent. The
firstisthenominalspacingof AM
stations.IntheUSAitis10kHzbutin
Australiaitis9kHz,thesameasinmost
oftherestoftheworld.
Backinthedayswhenradioswere

continuously tunedthis wouldnot
mattermchbutforhifiAMtunersitis
different. Mostemploy synthesised
tuning givingthe 10kHzspacing
automaticallyfortheUSAmarket.For
Australia,aseparatemodelhastobe
designed. givingthecorrect 9kHz
spacingandfrequencycoverage.
HifiAMtunersalsorequireawhistle
filtertoprevent9kHzbeatsbecoming
audibleduringnight-timelistening.Two
filters,oneineachaudiochannel,are
necessaryforstereooperation.Again,a
hifitunerdesignedfortheUSAwith

leurovorsi

111000

TopoftheEurovoxlineistheMCC2301R.Thishasallthefeaturesoftheabovemodelbutin-
cludesDolbyBnoisereduction,automaticprogramsearchandjoystickfadercontrolforfour
speakeroperation.Therearefourinbuiltpoweramplifiersratedat7wattseach.Theunitcan
beconnectedtotheEurovoxMO-4200(4X40watts)amplifierortheMO.480(4x20watts)amplifier.PriceoftheMCC2301is$689.00.Bywayofinterest,Eurovoxisan
Australiancompany.TheircarstereoequipmentisdesignedinAustraliaandmanufacturedin
Japan.

WELCOMETOAMSTEREO!
WeCongratulate
2BS,2HD,2KO,2KY,2MW,200,2WL,3AK,3DB,3MP,3XY,4SS.
6IX,6KY,6PM,6PR,7HO&7HTontheirchoiceofAMStereo
ExcitersandModulationMonitorsfromDeltaElectronicsCoto
converttheirtransmitters;
AndallthestationswhochoseCRLAudio
ProcessingtomakethemostofAMStereo.
Weareproudtohavebeen
chosentosupplyand
commissiontheequipment.

JOHNS.INNES 120MacphersonStreet,Cremorne,2090 (02)902793

25YearsofBroadcastTransmitter&AntennaInstallations
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KEVIEW

AffordableandFun!
TheSonySRF-42AMStereoWalkman

ByKarlJ.Zuk

ttention,loversofAMradio!Fi-
nally,thereisaWalkmandesigned
withyouinmind.Sony'sentryinto

theworldofAMStereo,theSRF-42FM/AM
StereoWalkman,isasimplelittlegem.Lis-
teninginhighfidelitystereotobroadcasts
originatinghundredsofmilesawayisatreat
youwon'twanttomiss.Happily,youwon't
haveto.
Atthelowpriceof$30,itwouldbediffi-

culttomatchthequalityandvalueofSony's
SRF-42.Housedinanimpressivesleekbluck
plasticcase,itprovidesallyouneedforcasual
listening.Twosmallblackknobsgiveyoua
handleonitsanalogtuningandvolumecon-
trols.Alargestylishgrayslideswitchonthe
frontpanelturnstheunitonandoff.Thethree-
positionbandswitchwillmakemediumwave
DXerssmile:FMStereo,AMMono,andAM
Stereo.It'soneoftheonlyradiosyou'llever
findwiththeNationalAssociationofBroad-
casters'AMaxstereosealofapproval!
TheSRF-42featuresgoodsensitivityandselectivityconsideringits

$30price.Abuilt-inferriteloopantennaforAMreceptionproduces
nicenullsforpullingoutweaksignalsadjacenttostronglocals.For
example,IcouldeasilyenjoystereoWLS890Chicagoonly30miles
awayfromWCBS880NewYork'santennatowereverynight.Typical
ofsimplesingle-conversionAMradios,sensitivityisnoticeablyre-
ducedbelowabout1000kHz.Evenso,solidreceptionofNashville's
WSM650canheheardinstereotravelingthroughouttheEastand
Midwest.Itsanalogtuningcovers530through1710kHz,allreadyfor
thenewexpansionbandstationsabove1600kHz,iftheyever
goontheair!

Sonyjamallitssophisticatedelectronicsinto
suchatinybox?EvenwithtwoAAsize
batteriesanditsplasticbeltclipinstalled,it
weighsonly5-1/2ounces.Packedwitheach
WalkmanisasetofSonyTRH-1headphones
thatsoundalittleshrillandlackbassre-
sponse.TrytheSRF-42withaprofessional
setof'phonestotrulyappreciateitshigh

SONY fidelitypotential.Betterstill,connectthehead-
phoneoutputjacktoyourlivingroomsterco
andtrytodistinguishFMstereofromAM
stereoreception.

AMstereohasonebizarreartifact.Af-
terovertenyearsofheatedcontroversy,broad-
castersaroundtheworldselectedtheMotorola
C-QUAMsystemasthestandardmethodof

พกัเหทคก encodingstereoaudioontoAMsignals.C-
QUAMdependsuponsolidsignalsthatre-
maininphase.Unfortunately,whenmedium
wavesignalsskipinfromhundredsorthou
sandsofmilesawayatnight,theyareany-

thingbutphaseconstant.Asaresult,thesedistantsignalshavea
tendencyofproducingastereoimagethatrotatesconstantlyfromleft
torightandcaneasilymakeyouseasick!Whentwoormorestations
arereceivedonthesamefrequency,you'llhearacatandmousechase
knownas"themerry-go-roundeffect."You'llhearthestationsliter-
allyspinaroundandaround,oneaftertheother.ToaDXerwithtrained
ears,thiseffectmightbeanadvantagetopullingoutanotherwise
buriedID.Mostcasuallistenerswillswitchtomonoorlookforaural
sanityonanotherfrequency.

AnotherquirkisthedisparitybetweenAmericanand
CanadianAMbroadcasts.Americanmediumwavebroad-
Castshavealimitedaudiobandwidthrollingoffdramatically
above10kHz,withtheintentionofminimizingadjacent
channel"splatter"interferencebetweenstations.Canadian

youreachednoiselevel.Obviousisthechangeinaudio
bandwidthwhenswitchingmodesfrom"AMsterco"to NASHVILE,TENNESEL

stationsarenotrequiredtofiltertheiraudio,andbroadcast
audiofrequenciesoutto15kHzandbeyond.Listenfora

"AMmono."Flipthebandswitchto"AMstereo"and CanadiantransmissionofanoldBeatlessong,forexample,with
bothstereoandmonosignalscanbeenjoyedinhighfidelity. dramaticstereoseparation.You'lllovetheresults!
Switchto"AMmono"andtheaudiobandwidthseemstobereducedto ListeningtoAMstereoisadelight,andtheSRF-42makesit
about6kHz,cancelinganyaudiblehiss.Listeningtoacoupleofhours affordable.Baseballgamesgainarealisticambiance:theGrandOle
ofrockstandardsviaDetroit'sstereoWJR760oneSaturdayafternoon Opryinstereowillmakecountrymusicfanssmile;latenightclassical
wasararetreat! musiconclear-channelCBCoutletswillrefreshasneverbefore.Ifyou
TheFMsectioncouldbeslightlymoreselective.Missingisthe wonderedhowtospendthatChristmasmoney,Sony'sSRF-42FM

abilitytomanuallyswitchtomonophonicreception.Youareatthe StereolAMStereoWalkmanisaboxofmagic.
mercyofthepresetlevelwheretheradioautomaticallyswitchesto
mono—aslightannoyance.PMsensitivityisnotbad,andtheanalog
tuningallow'sreceptionofTVChannel6audioat87.75MHz,aswell.
Thelackofatonecontrolremindsyouthatthisisabasicradio!
Don'tbeledastraybytheredLED,seentotheleftofthetuningdial.

ListeningtoFM,theLEDlightswhenabroadcastisinstereo.OnAM.
theLEDactsasasignalstrengthmeter.lightingwhenstrongstations
aretunedin,anddoesnotindicateAMstereoreception.Whatwasthe
logicbehindthis?
HoldingaSRF-42inyourhandwillpiqueyourcuriosity.Howdoes

TheJan/FebGrovecatalogisnowout.If
youarenotontheGroveEnterprises
mailinglist,callforthefreecatalogat
1-800-438-8/55.ForourInternet
customers,Groveisofferingreduced
pricesandspecialpackagedealson
scanners,receiversandaccessories.
CheckoutournewWorldWideWebsite:

www.grove.net
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Mister X likes this.
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Reli, Feb 10, 2021 #9

Mister X likes this.
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Longman, Feb 10, 2021 #11

Mister X likes this.
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Emiel likes this.

Steve Caldwell, Jan 12, 2022 #15

Tony S. and Mister X like this.
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Transcept, Mister X and Valentin like this.

Mister X, Jan 26, 2022 #19

Youtuber VWestlife runs this site with lots of information http://www.amstereo.org/
AM Stereo is to Europeans what DAB is to Americans i.e something that only happens on the other side of "the pond".
AM Mono was difficult enough to receive despite (or maybe because of) popular stations like Radio Luxembourg blasting out 1200KW.

I listen to AM radio a lot, I've always been facinated by it and it's potential, I still think, even with the internet that there's a market for it. It looks like
that website went live in 2013, I would have thought earlier since it looks like he used an early version of Microsoft Publisher to put it together. I
wonder if Sony is still putting out AM stereo radios?

An early article from HiFi Stereo Review 1982, just don't look at the frequency response.....

I assume your radio needs AM stereo decoder circuitry to achieve stereo, right?

Yes, and that's what makes this fascinating, they still broadcast in AM stereo in the USA but who has the recieving equipment? Are any of the
sporting events broadcast in AM stereo and does it add a "realistic ambiance?"

Mister X said: ↑

VWestlife AKA Kevin is a big fan of obsolete hardware and computers

I've got a maxed out old ThinkPad as well, it has every port but I mainly use it for INPA Software to connect to vintage BMW Computers, it's beautiful
when it's working and has helped with some big issues.

The death of AM Stereo? 1987

Found this on archive.org, my own local AM Stereo Station and the Walkman WM-F16 they listen to it on. You can listen to the sweet sounds I listen
to alot!
https://archive.org/details/wdgy_cquam_stereo_sony_wm-f16

I still have my SRF-A10. Purchased it in the mid-eighties, when all the AM Stereo hype was around. I think I listened to about 3 hours in total of AM
Stereo, and then went back to FM. The AM stereo had a lot of phase issues between channels, which was very apparent in headphones, and was not
comfortable to listen too at all.

Here are some pictures I just took of it:

I think my local station is still broadcasting in AM stereo but I'm not sure, I still haven't picked up a radio yet to confirm. That's interesting the
phasing was off, you'd think the engineers would be all over that but it might be mostly a skeleton crew.

Steve Caldwell said: ↑

Beautiful. And Rare.....This is the Australian version, as the one released in the US/Canada was the (much more common) A1, with a different color
scheme.

I've been 'on the hunt' for this particular radio's cousin--the one with speakers--SRF-A200....For over a year--and nothing shows up on eBay...

Again, Australian only release, but related to the US/Canada SRF-A100----with a different color scheme.

Mister X said: ↑

That is proper quality AM. Never heard stereo AM before btw.

Me neither, how do you tune it in with regular equipment? Are these little players the only way? I should go down to the station and pick their
brains...

Pioneer set of AM stereo - The Canberra Times 5 Feb 1985

VWestlife
Reason #261 why I still use Windows XP: Old hardware supportReason #261 why I still use Windows XP: Old hardware supportReason #261 why I still use Windows XP: Old hardware supportReason #261 why I still use Windows XP: Old hardware support

Watch on
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It looks like that website went live in 2013, I would have thought earlier since it looks like he used an early version of Microsoft Publisher to put it
together. I wonder if Sony is still putting out AM stereo radios?
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Found this on archive.org, my own local AM Stereo Station and the Walkman WM-F16 they listen to it on. You can listen to the sweet sounds I listen
to alot!
https://archive.org/details/wdgy_cquam_stereo_sony_wm-f16
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